MEDIEVAL   TAVERNS

herring woman " than from public disputations,
and that " I had rather my son learned his speech
in the taverns than in those schools of windy
oratory." He has a digression on pardoners, one
of whom, in a medieval farce, is accredited with
hawking a feather of one of the seraphs, the
pebble with which David slew Goliath, a piece of
Noah's Ark, and the comb of the cock that crowed
when Pilate gave sentence. He gives a long
account of the disreputable wandering students
who, according to a twelfth century monk, " in
Paris seek liberal arts, in Orleans authors, at
Salerno gallipots, at Toledo demons, and in no
place decent manners," Here we come across a
decree of Edward I ordering all the public-houses
to close at curfew; here one of Cassiodorus
forbidding inn-keepers to have one price for
natives and another for travellers; here an
account of the miraculous cruse of wine which
" the sainted Remy had blessed, and bestowed,
upon Clovis the King," a bottle that never ran
dry unless its contents were offered for sale. His
hotch-potch will be liked very much by those who
like it at all.
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